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PRESS RELEASE
Prague, 2 September 2020

HAVEL & PARTNERS forms a unique financing, restructuring and
insolvency team in response to the economic aftermath of the crisis

HAVEL & PARTNERS, the largest and most successful Czech-Slovak law firm, reacts
to the current plunge of the Czech economy that has caused severe financial
difficulties for a number of companies. The firm has merged a team of finance and
banking experts with a team specialising in restructuring and insolvencies. The
largest professional team of lawyers with expertise in this field will be ready to provide
the most comprehensive advice offered on the Czech and Slovak market to clients in

difficult financial situations.

The first wave of COVID-19 has resulted in a 10% drop in the Czech economy. A number of
companies are already restructuring their debts. They either have the option to secure
additional or alternative financing or address their difficulties through a total restructuring of
their debts, be it in a business or insolvency regime. Another wave of restructuring and
insolvencies is expected to come towards the end of the year, as a result of the end of the
grace period for loan instalments this autumn. The trend is expected to continue throughout
2021.

For HAVEL & PARTNERS, the recent development is a great opportunity to help their clients
in financial difficulties. “Starting in September, we are merging our financing practice with
restructurings and insolvencies under a single motto ‘Financing from A to Z’. Our goal is to
have a single closely cooperating team able to comprehensively address issues at all
financing stages — i.e. from the actual granting of a loan, addressing issues with the loan

repayment, to potential debt restructuring and insolvency,” says Jaroslav Havel, the law
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firm’s managing partner. Similar arrangements can also be seen in a number of leading

international law firms.

The single coordinated team comprises 20 lawyers, most of whom boast experience from
intranational law firms, including 5 partners — Jaroslav Havel, Marek Vojacek, Jan
Topinka, Filip Cabart and Dusan Sedlaéek. The HAVEL & PARTNERS professionals have
acquired extensive expertise in complex financial transactions; each year, they manage to
carry out over 80 such transactions. They represent both creditors and debtors. In the past,
the lawyers on the specialised team took part in the majority of key insolvencies in the Czech
Republic, e.g. Union banka, the Vitkovice Group and Sazka, to name just a few. The team
also closely collaborates with the law firm’s tax experts and professionals in bank regulation,

compliance and criminal law.

To conclude, HAVEL & PARTNERS is able not only to provide assistance to creditors and
debtors as part of their legal and tax advisory, but mainly to find alternative business
solutions and help implement them. “In our understanding, financing and restructuring is
interconnected as a single comprehensive industry which we draw on to come up with the
most efficient solutions in terms of business and risk exposure. We are therefore fully
prepared to help our clients in the upcoming demanding post-COVID-19 era,” adds Jaroslav

Havel.

Advokatni kancelar HAVEL & PARTNERS s kancelaremi v Praze, Brné, Bratislavé, Plzni, Olomouci a Ostravé
je s tymem 220 pravniki a dariovych poradct, cca 150 advokati a celkem 500 spolupracovnikd, véetné
zaméstnancl spolupracujici inkasni agentury Cash Collectors, nejvétsi nezavislou pravnickou firmou ve stredni
vCetné strategickych statnich podnik( a organu vefejné spravy, ale i stfedni podniky, individualni podnikatelé a
investori. Je mezi nimi také cca 100 z 500 nejvétsich svétovych spole¢nosti podle publikace Fortune 500 a témér
50 spolecnosti zarazenych do ZebFicku nejvétSich ¢eskych firem Czech Top 100. Kancelar ma v soucasné dobé
celkem 2 000 klientd. Mame nejkomplexnéj$i mezinarodni podporu dostupnou pro ¢eské a slovenské advokatni
kancelafe. Poskytujeme pravni a dariové poradenstvi ve 12 svétovych jazycich ve vice nez 90 zemich svéta. Az
70 % nasich pripadti obsahuje mezinarodni prvek. Uzce spolupracujeme s pfednimi mezinarodnimi pravnickymi
firmami v Evropé&, Asii, Severni Americe, Africe i Australii. Na$i klienti maji diky tomu pristup k mezinarodnim i
lokalnim znalostem a odbornosti prostrednictvim vice nez 30 tisic pravniki v priblizné 160 zemich svéta. HAVEL
& PARTNERS je nejlispésnéjsi kancelafi s nejkomplexnéjsimi sluzbami v Ceské republice i na Slovensku dle
celkového souctu vSech nominaci a titul(i v ramci dosavadnich ro¢nik( soutéze Pravnicka firma roku. Kancelar se
trikrat za poslednich pét let stala absolutnim vitézem této soutéze, kdy ziskala hlavni ocenéni Pravnicka firma
roku pro domaci kancelar (2015, 2017, 2018) a ve vsech oborovych kategoriich se umistila mezi nejvice
doporu¢ovanymi kancelaremi. Je rovnéz trojnasobnym drzitelem ceny Pravnicka firma roku za nejlepsi klientské
sluzby (2015, 2016, 2019). Nejlepsi prévnickou firmou plisobici v Ceské republice byla kanceléF HAVEL &
PARTNERS vyhlaSena prestiznimi britskymi ratingovymi agenturami Chambers and Partners (2020) a Who's
Who Legal (2018, 2019). V oblasti M&A je kancelar nejlepsi pravnickou firmou v Ceské republice na zékladé
vyro¢nich cen International Advisory Experts (2018, 2019). V ramci soutéze Pravnicka firma roku zvitézila v této
kategorii jak v Ceské republice (2019), tak na Slovensku (2020). Na Slovensku déle ziskala za fuze a akvizice
Sestkrat za sebou prestizni globalni cenu M&A Today Awards (2013—-2018) a opakované téz prvenstvi v Zebricku
Lawyer International Legal 100 (2017, 2018). Prestizni mezinarodni ratingové agentury EMIS DealWatch a
Mergermarket zarfazuji HAVEL & PARTNERS jiz od roku 2009 na predni pri¢ky podle poctu realizovanych
transakci v celém regionu stfedni a vychodni Evropy. Na zakladé vyroénich cen magazinu Acquisition
International se kancelér stala pro rok 2019 pravnickou firmou roku v oblasti M&A ve stfedni Evropé.
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3/3


http://www.havelpartners.cz/
mailto:radka.rainova@havelpartners.cz

